
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE ORDERING AN ELECTION TO BE HELD IN THE CITY OF
AUSTIN ON MAY 13,2006, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING A
PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT TO THE VOTERS; AND PROVIDING
FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUI^gp OF THE CI|Y OF AUSTIN:

PART 1. A charter amendment election shall b| held in the <fj^;,on May 13,2006, at
which the ballot shall be prepared to permit votmg,"yes" or '$6^on. .the following
proposition: '̂ ||j,. .3$̂

Proposition x

amount that a council member maj|collecVl|4,the maximum individual
contribution to a candidate for%city|Souncil^ll:^:;a person elected to city council
to fund an account to pay of$|||hollir expghses,̂ Sd^llow fundraising by
unsuccessful candidates^&nciretired councBJ-jnenlbefs to retire campaign debt?

-% '--,•*."-•-"-'•"• VijLf1* '•' «K*'i V- * *^
AS'.W.V-. ••• *•' £

>PART 2. If PropSsifion x is ̂ pr^je.d by the majoriiy of the voters voting at the election,
the current Article I^^feption 8 of m||Gity Charter is repealed and replaced with a new
Section 8 to read: ,J|k '*%

§ 8. LIMITS O^CAMPAS^CON^BUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES.

(A) Limittflpn Contributions^) Candidates.

(1) No ci^^ait^;fo'|Mayor or City Council and his or her campaign
committe^Kall accept campaign contributions in excess of $300 per
contributor per election from any person, except for the candidate and
small-donor political committees. The amount of the contribution limit
shall be modified each year with the adoption of the budget to increase or
decrease in accordance with the most recently published federal
government, Bureau of Labor Statistics Indicator, Consumer Price Index
(CPI-W U.S. City Average) U.S. City Average. The most recently
published Consumer Price Index on May 13,2006, shall be used as a base
of 100 and the adjustment thereafter will be to the nearest $50.00.
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(2) Each candidate may authorize, establish, administer, or control only one
campaign committee at one time.

(3) No candidate and his or her committee shall accept an aggregate
contribution total of more than $30,000 per election, and $20,000 in the
case of a runoff election, from sources other than natural persons eligible
to vote in a postal zip code completely or partially within the Austin city
limits. The amount of the contribution limit shall be modified each year
with the adoption of the budget to increase or decrease in accordance with
the most recently published federalxg6^ernment, Bureau of Labor Statistics
Indicator, Consumer Price Index (|Pi-% U.S.^ity^verage) U.S. City
Average. The most recently publi|hed Consume|||ice Index on May 13,
2006, shall be used as a base of l%.and the adjiiaS6|i5nt thereafter will be to
the nearest $100.00.

(B) Small-Donor Political Committees.

(1) A small-donor political committee is a politliKigpmmittee which has
accepted no more than $25 tg^j&ny contributdl^n^^ny calendar year,
has had at least 100 contri^tors 3i%ig either the^jpfrent or previous

3$?£ii--*

(2V|lfclj a committ^sfijall not contrilf&te n£>re than $1000 per candidate per
eiecljbn for the JffiSes of Mayor arM^ity Council.

•* ; ' *"
-

(C) Coordina^::Expenditurg|%, ^
V ' .-^S¥$\.r ^WS1 .̂ .-d?jx̂ &S*:*:-:*-,. *S>sfew.<?'

.•'$$'''' ' ' ̂ SS;̂  X^^

Any pxpendit®^|upportingpe election of a candidate or opposing the
election ofiln opponennliliide witHihe prior consent of the candidate or his or her

siy> "x'''"'Sifr x-?"*
committeepff with cooperSigiilfor strategic communication between the candidate
or his or helpbmmittee ancf tne person making the expenditure, is considered a
contribution ami8tan..expe$Siture."•••• >• i- iv>*jww •;•;+ '.•'.<•'.•

^$$$$$&''

(D) Contributions Considered To Be From One Committee.

Contributions made by separate political committees established,
administered, maintained, or controlled by the same person or persons, including
any parent, subsidiary, branch, division, department or local unit of the person, or
by groups of those persons, shall be considered to be made by a single political
committee.

(E) Responsibility Of Candidate To Prevent Violations.
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The candidate, or his or her committee, shall determine whether accepting
each contribution would violate this section before accepting the contribution.

(F) Time Restrictions On Candidate Fundraising; Officeholder Accounts.

(1) In this section terms have the same meaning they have in Title 15 of the
Texas Election Code. The term "officeholder account" means an account
in which funds described by subsection (F)(4) must be kept.
"Officeholder" means the mayor or a council member.

<*P*(2) An officeholder, a candidate for mayor1 or city*counQi:k or an officeholder's
.ijw1 ^&f'' -A-'-f'.''

or candidate's committee may notfsolicit or aca^gt|aypolitical contribution
except during the last 180 days before an electidnfor mayor or council

-Si-. j£' 'VvX'1"/
member or in which an officeholdapfaces recall. v*l!k.

' '
(3) Except as provided by subsection (F)(||||> later than ra^Ot^^ray after an

election, or if a candidate is in a nmol̂ 'eTe1|ipn no later thaJrae 90th day
after the runoff, a candidate or officeholder^l|H,distribute the balance of
funds received from politicaj^^^nitions in e»||ss, .ofany remaining
expenses for the election on% pro^mbasis to thelpindidate's or
officeholder's contributorsf|pr pay tfil'iifealance to<ftie Austin Fair Campaign
Fund. ^S. fl $ *%l%#^

.•S?S- &\ W w-^ •¥(4V^iM-'*insuccessfui;$artBidate who, afe atf.election, has unpaid expenses
^-lX' "̂ xi>$£i;. . ^S-ij:1* . . t̂$iflft:.SS> . .. -

remfenjng. or wgoMas unreimburseaiiicsanpaign expenditures from personal
v- îtW. W"'*1 ''̂ i"¥ll '̂i' V.-A' 4 fcrf » A

funds::t :̂;;were madeWth the intent to seek reimbursement from political
ribijjll^ may soliM|i-:|nd aedept political contributions after the

" ' l ! ; | he unpaid ex||nses are paid and the unreimbursed

(5) A||pfficeholder wp|f%fter an election, has unpaid expenses remaining, or
whomas unreimbufsed campaign expenditures from personal funds that

"•xj.'-'-X'X'i, -^S1'
were mWfi^thlllie intent to seek reimbursement from political

<*NXr"'.vX:i"XiX"-il'X' *^

contributi^ft^may solicit and accept political contributions after leaving
office until the unpaid expenses are paid and the unreimbursed
expenditures are reimbursed. An officeholder may also pay the unpaid
expenses and reimburse the unreimbursed expenditures from political
contributions received during a subsequent campaign.

(6) An officeholder may retain up to $20,000 of funds received from political
contributions for the purposes of officeholder expenditures.
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(7) An officeholder shall keep funds retained under subsection (F)(6) in an
account separate from any other funds including personal funds of the
officeholder and any other political funds of the officeholder. The funds
kept in an officeholder account may be used only for officeholder
expenditures. The funds kept in an officeholder account may not be used
for campaign expenditures. The funds kept in an officeholder account may
not exceed twenty thousand dollars at any time.

(8) When an officeholder leaves the Council the funds remaining in an
officeholder account must be paid t^lfie Austin Fair Campaign Fund.'

(G) Applicability To Councilmembers. f"
4

Any incumbent mayor or councilm6r$iber is sjjjjjecttQ^e regulations
applied to candidates for the office he or she^ld^vF ^^

(H) Severability. $*
vfyffif.

If any provision of this section^;the applicatiOTij;|;£,thait;^rovision to any
persons or circumstances, shall be Igefd i^^Jid, then the rej^Snnder of this section,
to the
persons
affectedjbereby, and tojthisjfpfent trie pro^sionpilJmis section are severable.

PART 3. Tfee ere^ijn shall bl^pucted as pro^ff in Ordinance No. 2006
provisions of Ordirial!|fe::No. 2P06S:^l&. relating to the conduct of the election are
incorporated by refereniellas part of trSlljiirdiniaiice.

^ii^^^l^ ^^PART 4. This ordnance taltlsffect on^ , 2006.
&: -^fe. *"

. The

PASSED AND APPROVED
•'$£',•&•&S*K*:-K..

§
§

, 2006 §
Will Wynn

Mayor

APPROVED: ATTEST:
David Allan Smith Shirley A. Gentry

City Attorney City Clerk
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